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STUDENT GOVERNMENT        ENGROSSED 1 
 2 
 3 
STUDENT SENATE 4 
S14RS 5 
SGR NO. 53 6 
BY:  SENATORS BRYCE BOURGEOIS AND HILTON 7 
 8 
A RESOLUTION 9 
TO URGE AND REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF RESIDENTIAL LIFE TO INVESTIGATE 10 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING OPTIONS FOR ON-CAMPUS 11 
RESIDENTS. 12 
 13 
PARAGRAPH 1: WHEREAS, PER THE LIVING ON CAMPUS HANDBOOK SECTION ON 14 
APPRECIATING DIVERSE COMMUNITIES, "THE DEPARTMENT OF 15 
RESIDENTIAL LIFE IS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING A COMMUNITY 16 
THAT IS ACCEPTING OF STUDENTS AND STAFF OF DIFFERENT 17 
BACKGROUNDS, RACIAL AND ETHNIC IDENTITIES, RELIGIOUS 18 
BELIEFS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AGE, PHYSICAL ABILITIES OR 19 
OTHER ASPECTS OF IDENTITY"; AND 20 
 21 
PARAGRAPH 2: WHEREAS, THE LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY “COMMITMENT 22 
TO COMMUNITY” STATES THAT WE PRACTICE JUSTICE, EQUALITY, 23 
AND COMPASSION IN HUMAN RELATIONS; AND 24 
 25 
PARAGRAPH 3: WHEREAS, FOR A MANY DIFFERENT REASONS, NOT ALL STUDENTS 26 
FEEL COMFORTABLE LIVING WITH OTHER STUDENTS OF THE 27 
SAME SEX OR GENDER; AND 28 
 29 
PARAGRAPH 4: WHEREAS, THERE ARE STUDENTS LIVING ON CAMPUS WHO ARE 30 
PLACED INTO POTENTIALLY DISCRIMINATIVE AND 31 
UNCOMFORTABLE SITUATIONS IN DORMS, DUE TO REINFORCED 32 
GENDERED STEREOTYPES; AND 33 
 34 
PARAGRAPH 5: WHEREAS, GENDER-BASED HOUSING IS INHERENTLY 35 
HETERONORMATIVE BECAUSE IT SUGGESTS THAT MEN AND 36 
WOMEN MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO LIVE WITH ONE ANOTHER 37 
BECAUSE IT MAY ENABLE MEN AND WOMEN IN RELATIONSHIPS TO 38 
LIVE TOGETHER; IMPLICIT IN THIS NOTION IS THE ASSUMPTION 39 
THAT EVERYONE IS HETEROSEXUAL AND THERE ARE NO OTHER 40 
ALTERNATIVES, WHICH DOES NOT REFLECT THE DIVERSITY OF 41 
GENDER IDENTITIES AND SEXUAL ORIENTATIONS WITHIN THE 42 
LSU COMMUNITY; AND 43 
 44 
PARAGRAPH 6: WHEREAS, GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING IS DEFINED AS A HOUSING 45 
OPTION IN WHICH TWO OR MORE STUDENTS SHARE A MULTIPLE-46 
OCCUPANCY APARTMENT OR SUITE REGARDLESS OF THE 47 
STUDENTS’ SEX, GENDER, GENDER IDENTITY, OR GENDER 48 
EXPRESSION; AND 49 
 50 
PARAGRAPH 7: WHEREAS, GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING PROVIDES OPTIONS FOR A 51 
VARIETY OF STUDENTS: THOSE WHO FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE 52 
ROOMING WITH MEMBERS OF THE SAME SEX, TRANSGENDER 53 
STUDENTS IN THE PROCESS OF DISCOVERING THEIR GENDER 54 
IDENTITY, STUDENTS WHO FEEL THEY WOULD BE MORE 55 
COMPATIBLE WITH A ROOMMATE OF A DIFFERENT SEX OR 56 
GENDER, AND STUDENTS WHO DO NOT WANT SEX OR GENDER TO 57 
BE A PRIMARY FACTOR IN CHOOSING A ROOMMATE; AND 58 
 59 
PARAGRAPH 8: WHEREAS, GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING CAN BE A FIRST STEP IN 60 
DECREASING THE NOTION THAT MEN AND WOMEN HAVE 61 
MORALLY RELEVANT DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN THEM THAT MERIT 62 
SEPARATE TREATMENT; AND 63 
 64 
PARAGRAPH 9: WHEREAS, GENDER-NEUTRAL LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OFTEN 65 
DECREASE FEELINGS OF VULNERABILITY AND INCREASE 66 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE SEXES; AND 67 
 68 
PARAGRAPH 10: WHEREAS, MOST STUDENTS ARE OF LEGAL ADULT AGE, AND AS 69 
SUCH, THEY DESERVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO FREELY CHOOSE 70 
THEIR HOUSING ARRANGEMENTS BASED ON WHOM THEY ARE 71 
MOST COMFORTABLE WITH; AND 72 
 73 
PARAGRAPH 11: WHEREAS, OVER 150 TOP UNIVERSITIES HAVE GENDER-NEUTRAL 74 
HOUSING OPTIONS, AND EVERY IVY LEAGUE SCHOOL HAS 75 
ADOPTED SIMILAR POLICIES; AND 76 
 77 
PARAGRAPH 12: WHEREAS, A GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING PROGRAM AT 78 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY WOULD CONSIST OF DESIGNATED 79 
HALLWAYS OR A COLLECTION OF DORM ROOMS IN A UNIVERSITY 80 
RESIDENCE HALL THAT WOULD BE OTHERWISE IDENTICAL TO ALL 81 
OTHER ROOMS IN ITS RESIDENCE HALL; AND 82 
 83 
PARAGRAPH 13: WHEREAS, GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING OPTIONS AT LOUISIANA 84 
STATE UNIVERSITY WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN RESIDENTIAL HALLS 85 
THAT HAVE ACCESS TO SINGLE PERSON BATHROOMS; AND 86 
 87 
PARAGRAPH 14: WHEREAS, A GENDER-NEUTRAL HOUSING PROGRAM AT 88 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY WOULD BE AN OPTIONAL 89 
PROGRAM OFFERED TO ANYONE APPLYING FOR ON-CAMPUS 90 
HOUSING. 91 
 92 
PARAGRAPH 15: THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE LOUISIANA 93 
STATE UNIVERSITY AND AGRICULTURAL AND 94 
MECHANICAL COLLEGE STUDENT SENATE URGE AND 95 
REQUEST LSU DEPARTMENT OF RESIDENTIAL LIFE TO 96 
INVESTIGATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GENDER-NEUTRAL 97 
HOUSING OPTIONS FOR ON-CAMPUS RESIDENTS.  98 
 99 
PARAGRAPH 16: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT A COPY OF THIS 100 
RESOLUTION BE TRANSMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 101 
RESIDENTIAL LIFE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR STEVE WALLER. 102 
 103 
PARAGRAPH 17: THIS RESOLUTION SHALL TAKE EFFECT UPON PASSAGE BY A 104 
SIMPLE MAJORITY (1/2) VOTE OF THE LSU STUDENT SENATE 105 
AND SIGNATURE BY THE PRESIDENT, UPON LAPSE OF TIME FOR 106 
PRESIDENTIAL ACTION, OR IF VETOED BY THE PRESIDENT AND 107 
SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED BY THE SENATE, ON THE DATE OF 108 
SUCH APPROVAL. 109 
